CLASSIFICATION OFFICE DECISION 


Title of publication: 
Other known title(s): 
OFLC ref: 

Medium: 

Distributor: 

Director: 

Producer: 

Country of origin: 

Language: 

Applicant: 


Star Wars: The Force Awakens 

Star Wars: Episode VII - The Force Awakens 

1600065.000 

Film 

Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures 

J-J- Abrams 

J.J. Abrams 
Kathleen Kennedy 
Bryan Burk 

United States 
English 

Lynne Godfrey 


Classification: 


Unrestricted: Suitable for mature audiences 16 years of age and over. 


Excisions: No excisions recommended 

Descriptive note: Contains violence. 

Display conditions: None 

Date of entry in Register: 29 February 2016 

Date of direction to 29 February 2016 

issue a label: 

Date of notice of decision: 26 February 2016 



Components 

Running time 

Feature (s): 

Star Wars: Episode VII - The Force 

Awakens 

135:10 

Total running time: 


135:10 





Summary of reasons for decision: 


The Chief Censor determined that this film should be received for classification, following a 
complaint from a concerned member of the public. The complainant felt the M rating, while 
appropriate for the content, does not prevent primary school age children from being able to 
view it and that the content was too strong for them. The film was originally cross-rated in 
December 2015 by the New Zealand Film and Video Labelling Body from its Australian rating of 
M, with a note for ‘Science fiction themes and violence’. 

‘Star Wars: The Force Awakens’ is a big budget sci-fi/fantasy film which sets up a new series of 
‘Star Wars’ films. During its tale of heroism and galactic conflict, the film presents numerous 
action sequences of sci-fi combat that focus on exhilarating special effects. With their unrealistic 
depictions of low level violence, these are thrilling but not gratuitous. There is very limited use of 
blood in the film and there is not focus on injury. There are scenes of mild horror and low-level 
acts of cmelty which are used to generate plausible tension and threat for the protagonists to 
overcome. While some scenes may momentarily shock or disturb young children, such as an 
implied massacre or the death of a beloved character, this is unlikely to cause lasting harm. The 
film does not deal with matters of horror, cruelty and violence to such an extent or degree, or in a 
manner which is likely to cause injury to the public good. Although the film’s content indicates it 
is not intended for young children, a restriction on it availability would be an unreasonable 
limitation on the right to freedom of expression set out in the NZBR Act. Therefore the film as 
classified as unrestricted, with the recommendation that it is more suitable for mature audiences 
16 of age and over. 



